
Urban Appalachian Council Research Newsletter November and Decemb... http://www.uacvoice.org/newsletter/researchnewsletter_jan_feb_07.html

1 of 8 1/31/2007 10:25 AM

Research Up-To-Date
The Newsletter of the Urban Appalachian Council Research 
Committee

January-February 2007

Editor:  Roberta M. Campbell

Contributors: Rebecca Bailey,  Stephanie Davis, Ann McCracken, Michael Maloney, Phillip 
Obermiller, John Mark Summer

To subcribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, send an e-mail to 
uacnewsletter@zellerwebdesign.com.

The Research Committee was created at the founding of the Urban 
Appalachian Council thirty years ago and has always informed the 
council through active research. To be notified of future research 
committee meetings, which are open to all, please contact 
msullivan@uacvoice.org or phone 251-0202.

CONTRIBUTORS WELCOME!
Please send your article, announcement, or website link to Roberta

Campbell at campbere@ucmail.uc.edu.

Identifying Appalachians to Understand the Impact of 
Appalachian Culture

By Kathryn A. Russ

One of the difficulties of doing research on Appalachians is the issue of 
identification. Negative stereotypes and the experience of discrimination 
have contributed to the loss or outright denial of having Appalachian roots.
The following excerpts from Dr. Kathryn A. Russ’s doctoral dissertation, 
The Effects of Appalachian Culture on Career Choice (2006), highlight a 
new measure for identifying Appalachians in order to see if there are 
correlations between culture and career choice. This measure is based on
a similar measure created by Research Committee member and long-time
activist and scholar, Phillip Obermiller, which was also used by Dr. Robert 
Ludke, of the University of Cincinnati, on the community health status 
survey.

This study was based on responses from 131 sophomores at Goshen
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High School. Goshen is officially located in Appalachia (in Clermont
County) so all participants are technically Appalachians, but most students
seemed unaware of this fact. The purpose of the study was to compare 
Appalachian and non-Appalachian students in their career choices.

Several methods were used to determine cultural affiliation. Parents were
asked if their child: “would be considered of Appalachian descent” and
“were any of your people originally from (subregions of Appalachia)”. A
demographic questionnaire filled out by the student asked for the
student’s, their parents’, and grandparents’ birthplaces. An additional
student questionnaire specifically asked for a yes or no response to the
following questions:

Do you consider yourself to be of Appalachian heritage/background?

Do your parents tell you that your family has an Appalachian 
heritage/background?

If yes, do you still have family/people in Appalachia (e.g. eastern 
Kentucky, eastern Ohio, West Virginia, eastern Tennessee, other areas in 
Appalachia)?

If yes, do you visit your family/people in Appalachia?

Using the information gained from the different questions,
self-identification was used to determine whether a student was classified
as “Appalachian” or “non-Appalachian”. The final distribution was fairly
even, with 64 students (49%) self-identifying as Appalachian and 67 (51%)
as non-Appalachian.

Summary: Appalachian and non-Appalachian students have comparable 
family SES (income and parent educational levels). Approximately half of 
the sophomore class self-identifies as being of Appalachian culture.

By sophomore year, students are already significantly differentiated in 
career interests and choice. Non-Appalachians are more likely interested 
in management and sales (almost twice as many as Appalachians); 
Appalachians in blue-collar, hands-on, type occupations. 

Gender in job choice is more important in Goshen population (both
groups) than in most urban schools. Appalachian culture supports
gender-specific occupations (females interested in, and choose jobs that
are female dominated; males do the same). Goshen is a blue-collar area,
which also may help explain – blue collar also supports gender-specific
occupations. Appalachian and blue-collar reinforce each other.

Trust levels and self-efficacy (belief can do a job) levels are not 
significantly different between the two groups, but have different 
influences. Appalachians more heavily influenced by family than 
non-Appalachians.

Family influences career development and choice directly and indirectly 
through self-efficacy and career interests. Appalachians are restricted in



Urban Appalachian Council Research Newsletter November and Decemb... http://www.uacvoice.org/newsletter/researchnewsletter_jan_feb_07.html

3 of 8 1/31/2007 10:25 AM

their occupational interests and choices. Career interventions are needed 
to broaden opportunities for this minority culture. Counselors working with 
Appalachians would improve interventions by becoming more familiar with 
aspects of the culture that affect the counseling relationship and develop 
methods of using cultural strengths successfully. 

Appalachian families, according to the data, are not living in poverty by
comparison with the non-Appalachians in their community. Income and
parents’ educational levels are fairly equivalent for the two groups. This
suggests that the differences in occupational interests and choices for the
Appalachian and non-Appalachian students are not the result of
socioeconomic status, but of culture. For vocational counselors, this
means becoming familiar with the culture and designing interventions that
are not focused on poverty but address Appalachian needs.

For Dr. Russ’s complete dissertation go to:
http://www.ohiolink.edu/etd/view.cgi?acc_num=ucin1148499240

The Well-being of Children in Cincinnati's Price Hill

By John Besl

In recent months, the Child Policy Research Center (CPRC) at Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital Medical Center has produced brief statistical profiles of
a few selected communities in the tri-state area.  The statistical snapshot
focuses primarily on measures of child health and well-being, featuring
data from the 2000 Census and Ohio’s 2003 birth certificate file.  The
latest community profile produced by CPRC covers the three Price Hill
neighborhoods – East, West, and Lower – on Cincinnati’s west side.  In
general, child well-being is highest in West Price Hill, while children fare
worst in Lower Price Hill.   The following are selected findings from the
profiles. 

Two-thirds of children living in Lower Price Hill in 2000 were poor 
(i.e., in families with income below 100% of poverty level), and 93% 
of all neighborhood children were classified as low-income (below 
200% of poverty level).  The child poverty rate in Lower Price Hill
was roughly twice as high as the rate in East Price Hill, and four 
times higher than in West Price Hill.  All three Price Hill
neighborhoods had a child poverty rate above the comparable 
county, state, and national rates. 
In Lower Price Hill in 2000, approximately three of five teens (ages
16 to 19) were high school dropouts.  The dropout rate in Lower
Price Hill was two times higher than in East Price Hill and four times
higher than in West Price Hill.  Among adults age 25 and over, the
proportion without a high school diploma was even higher in each
neighborhood.  In Lower Price Hill, 62% of adult residents had failed
to complete high school.  In all three neighborhoods, the share of
high school dropouts was higher for both teens and adults than the
corresponding shares for the county, state, or nation.  The share of
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adults in each Price Hill neighborhood who had earned a Bachelor’s
degree was much lower than the corresponding county, state, or
national shares.  The 2000 Census found no adult college graduates
living in Lower Price Hill. 
The vast majority of households in Lower Price Hill and East Price 
Hill rent their housing, while 55% of West Price Hill households own 
their dwelling.  Across the U.S., Ohio, and Hamilton County, 60% to 
70% of households are owner-occupied. 
Housing in the three Price Hill neighborhoods is generally older than 
in the rest of the county, the state, and the nation.  More than 40% of
the housing stock in each neighborhood was constructed before
1940.  In Lower Price Hill, 71% of housing units had stood for 60 or
more years.
Smoking among pregnant women was relatively common in the 
three Price Hill neighborhoods in 2003, far surpassing the 
corresponding rates for Cincinnati and Hamilton County. Pregnant 
women in Lower Price Hill were nearly three times more likely to 
smoke than women in Hamilton County.
Among resident births in 2003 in Lower Price Hill, the mean age of 
mothers was only 22 years, far younger than the citywide or 
countywide mean age. The typical Lower Price Hill woman giving 
birth in 2003 had not completed her 9th year of schooling (freshman 
year in high school).
In 2000, about one of nine Lower Price Hill residents was Hispanic. 
The Hispanic population share in Lower Price Hill was only slightly 
below the corresponding national share, but five to 10 times higher 
than the Hispanic shares in Cincinnati, Hamilton County, or Ohio.

For the full profile, including a map and five detailed tables, visit the CPRC 
Research web page at 
http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/research/cores/cprc/research/ and scroll
down to the “Ad Hoc Reports” section. 

Study of Cervical Cancer and Appalachian Women at 
OSU

Electra Paskett, a professor in The Ohio State University School of Public
Health, Division of Epidemiology is principal investigator of a five-year,
$7.5 million grant to explore why the incidence of and death from cervical
cancer among Ohio’s Appalachian women are almost 50% higher
compared with Ohio women living outside of that region. The Community
Awareness Resources and Education (CARE) study focuses on three
main areas:

Home-based educational sessions and lay health educator outreach 
to increase Pap smear screenings;
A series of 8-week programs that will monitor smoking quit rates 
among women participating in one of two smoking cessation groups:
and 
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An analysis of a random sample of Pap tests to determine what 
variables, such as human papilloma virus (HPV) status, sexual 
behavior, and tobacco use may lead Appalachian women to have a 
higher risk of developing cervical abnormalities than 
non-Appalachian women.

According to the American Cancer Society Ohio Appalachian women
smoke more and have fewer Pap tests than non-Appalachian peers. Data
from early interviews of Ohio Appalachian women indicate that “barriers
such as transportation, the cost of health care services, and distrust of
medical providers are among the key obstacles for these women”.

From Impact (The Research Magazine of the Ohio State University School
of Public Health) 2006.

Appalachian Textbook Updated for 2007

The widely used reader, Appalachia: Social Context Past and Present, is 
now available in a fifth edition. This edition features new entries in the 
areas of migration, politics, health, poverty, welfare reform, and 
participatory research. Data from the 2000 census are used throughout.

The volume also features individual sections on selected Appalachian 
publications, videos, and websites. The new edition continues a tradition 
of presenting "a new look at an old region" and is designed to serve as a 
textbook for Appalachian studies courses. With thirty-seven chapters in 
nine topical areas, many find it useful as a general reference book on 
contemporary Appalachia. 

Cincinnati-based editors, Michael Maloney and Phillip Obermiller, are 
members of the Urban Appalachian Council's Research Committee. 

Copies of the fifth edition can be ordered from the publisher by calling 
800.228.0810 or at http://www.kendallhunt.com.

Register for the Appalachian Studies Conference

Registration and the preliminary program for the Appalachian Studies 
Association's thirtieth annual conference are now available at 
www.appalachianstudies.org. The conference will be held March 23-25, 
2007 at Maryville College in Maryville, Tennessee. The conference theme 
is Piecing the Appalachian Experience: Celebrating an Organization and a
Region. Scholarships to attend are also available.

Health Status Chartbook Available
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The 2005 Greater Cincinnati Community Health Status Survey: White 
Appalachian Chartbook may be viewed at the The Health Foundation of 
Greater Cincinnati website under publications. The address is
http://www.healthfoundation.org.

Research Notes

(From the Research Committee: Debbie Zorn, Chair)

Member Updates:

Omope Carter-Daboiku, head of UAC speakers’ bureau, is interested in
the devolution of identity.

Sherry Marshall, master’s degree candidate at the University of Cincinnati
is interested in researching Urban Appalachians, in particular assimilated
Appalachians who do or do not identify with an Appalachian heritage.

Ann McCracken, evaluator, The Health Foundation of Greater Cincinnati 
shared chart books on Appalachian and African American data from the 
Community Health Status Survey and a copy of the Hispanic Health 
Survey results. She noted that data from the Community Health Status
Survey indicated that first generation Appalachians were older and had 
more problems with physical health. Second generation Appalachians had
more mental health problems.

Becky Bailey: submitted an in-house grant proposal to Northern Kentucky 
University to train students to work with community groups interested in 
oral history project work

Bonnie Kroeger shared that a study has been published about drop out 
rates in Philadelphia and other cities.

Robert Ludke’s proposal for a presentation on the use of hospice care by
Urban Appalachians has been accepted by the Appalachian Studies
Association for presentation at the 2007 conference. He has developed a
new study of dental health literacy for the National Institute of Health.

Committee chair Debbie Zorn led a discussion about the Urban
Appalachian Council’s future and plans for the committee:

January 19th meeting will center on:
What Works, What Doesn’t?
Issues: Health, Education Jobs 

Corollary Concerns:
What is the UAC’s constituency: in addition to addressing
generational dimensions, might the UAC expand focus to
include Northern Kentucky Appalachian Latino population
UAC retaining its advocacy focus; not pure research
(knowledge for knowledge’s sake)
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Consider redefining Research Committee’s role as policy and
advocacy.

issues/concerns/observations raised in response 
included:
would this a constitute move away from Appalachian 
focus;
such a change would require decision from UAC Board;
would allow broader definition of constituencies;
would this require/accompany redefinition of UAC 
mission and goals?

Additional Links

Center for the Study of Gender and Ethnicity in Appalachia
http://www.marshall.edu/csega/index.asp

The Appalachian Connection (newspaper)
http://www.uacvoice.org/AppalachianConnection/apdec06.pdf

East Tennessee State University Center for Appalachian Studies and 
Services
http://www.etsu.edu/cass

The University of Kentucky Appalachian Center
http://www.research.uky.edu/Appalcenter/index.html

Berea College Appalachian Center
http://www.berea.edu/appalachiancenter/

The Center for Appalachian Studies, Appalachian State University
http://www1.appstate.edu/dept/appstudies/

Appalachian Studies Association
http://AppalachianStudies.org/

Social Areas Report of Cincinnati
http://www.socialareasofcincinnati.org/

Urban Appalachian Council
2115 West Eighth Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45204

phone: (513) 251-0202
fax: (513) 557-2542

Credits, Copyrights, and Disclaimers © 2006 Urban Appalachian Council
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